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INTRODUCTION 

 

(by Ray Moore) 
 
Amy Moore, my mother, was a writer. For many years my main memory of her is 

seeing her with papers, notes and pictures spread around her, or, if she was out 

of sight, it would be the tap tap tapping of the keys of her typewriter. 

 

While she was alive she gave me a 10 inch high bundle of manuscripts which, over many 

months and with her constant input, became “Three Score Years and Ten –Missionary 

Work in China”  We printed out 50 or so copies which we distributed to the family 

worldwide. 

 

In recent years, to publish any further family books, I started the publishing company 

“Kyema Publishing”, which only publishes free Ebooks, which are available online, and can 

be downloaded to your computer, and printed out, but are otherwise not available in hard 

copy. 

 

This trilogy, “Amy’s Heritage”, is produced in much the wy that she wrote it. This includes 

the wording and the placing of the images. I have tried to present them with no editorial 

changes apart from occasional punctuation and paragraphing. In her five books which I am 

publishing, she has left an invaluable record of family and missionary history that would 

otherwise not have been saved. 

 

Kyema Publishing -  http://kyema-publishing.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

http://kyema-publishing.com/
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THE BARNES STORY 

 
 

THE BARNES FAMILY BACKGROUND 

 

My Mother's grandfather was named Thomas Barnes and he was one of the early 
immigrants to South Australia. Since the name "Thomas Barnes" appears again and again 
in the history of the family, I am going to call him Thomas Barnes (2) to distinguish him from 
his father who was also Thomas Barnes and whom I shall call Thomas Barnes (1). 
 
Thomas Barnes (1) was the son of John Barnes (umbrella maker - b 1751 d 20/4/1822) 
who lived in Northhamptonshire. That is all we know about him in early life and so far I have 
not been able to discover his mother's name either. Neither do I know his wife's name nor 
when she died, but if one can judge by the children they bore, both Thomas (1) and his wife 
had made their home a Christian home where their children from babyhood knew and loved 
the Name of Jesus.  
 
Thomas (1) was born in 1781, and we do know that by 1846 when he left England to 
accompany his daughter to South Australia he was already a widower. He was then 65 
years of age and had four children. 
 
Thomas (1)'s eldest son William was born in 1811 and he became a Baptist minister. 
Baptist records state that he went from Tiverton in Devon to commence his training at the 
Baptist College (Stepney College, London) so Tiverton may have been the Barnes family 
home. One record states that Thomas (1) came from Buckinghamshire but we can find no 
record of that. 
 
Baptist records also say that  

"in early life William Barnes was a zealous paedo-Baptist (believer in infant 
baptism) but in trying to confute the arguments of equally zealous Baptists he 
was lead to search the Scriptures, and so became one of them".  

 
He seems to have done well at Stepney College where Dr. Angus, Charles Birrell, and 
Francis Tucker were among his tutors. In another quote from the records it says. “Some still 
remember the bloom of his countenance, the brightness of his smile, the vivacity of his 
movements and the warmth of his affections then." 
 
William’s first pastorate was at Prescott in Devon, and as he was only 24 years of age when 
he married Sarah Standerwick at Culmstock in Devon, he either married after leaving 
Stepney and before taking up the pastorate or he married before moving to Thrapstone a 
few years later. The invitation to Thrapstone had come at the same time as the one to 
Prescott and at that time he had chosen Prescott. Perhaps Thrapstone was more suited to 
a married man, for he was certainly married when he was there. Proof of this is a calling 
card case now in the possession of one of the family in Adelaide. It is beautifully 
embroidered and tied with ribbons, and was given to Sarah Barnes at Thrapstone with the 
following note: 
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"Dear Mrs. Barnes, if you will accept of the enclosed I shall feel 
happy. A great curiosity, it was worked by a young lady without 
hands having instruments fastened to her elbows. Hoping you will 
excuse the liberty I beg leave to remain. 

 
Yours affectionately in Christ Jesus. 
Mary Beal, Thrapstone . " 

 
 
In both Prescott and Thrapstone William was well liked and he would probably have 
remained at Thrapstone longer had he not felt called to revival work. So far I have not been 
able to find any record of this revival work which seems to have been connected with 
Baptist Churches in Yorkshire and Lancashire. The leaders were Messrs. Pulsford and 
Rowe, and William remained with them until health problems caused him to look again for 
a more settled pastorate. 
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He accepted a call to the Brompton Baptist Church near London and he and Sarah 
continued there until 1843. It was in that year that the Back St. Baptist Church at 
Trowbridge in Wiltshire who were without a pastor invited him to fill their pulpit on several 
occasions, and then unanimously invited him to be their Pastor. He accepted and was to 
remain there for 37 years. Sarah's younger sister Mary had apparently been living with 
them at Brompton and when the move was made she moved with them to Trowbridge. The 
Church is now called the Emmanuel Baptist Church and when I visited it in 1980 I found a 
large memorial tablet on the wall to the right of the pulpit. It states about him that 

"for 37 years (1843-1880) he was Pastor of this Church and accomplished a 
most successful work. Though always entertaining a modest estimate of 
himself his pulpit ministrations were marked by unfailing eloquence, 
freshness and fervour to the last, while he served the interests of his flock 
with singular fidelity and zeal." 

 
In an account given of his ministry in a little book called "Twenty Golden Candlesticks" by 

W. Doel, it was stated that "his preaching was so powerful and attractive that in 1846 (three 
years after his appointment) it was found necessary to enlarge the building. When he 
commenced his ministry the members numbered 283, but during his long pastorate, there 
were added to the Church another 1025 members. 0n several occasions during his long 
ministry William received from the Church "very handsome testimonials as expressions of 
love and esteem." The Trowbridge Advertiser of Saturday, May 7th 1859, gave an account 
of a tea-meeting held the previous Monday when the Pastor, who was in the Chair, was 
surprised by being presented with a purse (contributed and worked by one of the 
members) in which had been placed the sum of,£92, "being donations ranging from,$l0 to 
the smallest coins of the realm given by members of the Church and congregation". The 
speaker said that three-quarters of the existing members of the Church had been added 
through Mr. Barnes' ministry and their wish was to "present a thank offering for blessings 
received through his instrumentality." Apparently a similar thing happened on a later 
occasion some little time before he resigned. 
 

It may have been Sarah's failing health or his own increasing age or both which made him 
in 1877 express to the Church his feeling that it was time he resigned. 0n August 8th, 
1877, the Church minuted the following note: 

"that this Church thankfully recognising the spiritual benefits which have 
resulted from Mr. Barnes' ministry during many years, unites in cordially and 
earnestly requesting him to continue his pastorate, with the aid of an 
associate minister to be approved by the Church". 

 

Four months later on December 25th, 1877, Sarah died. She had been in feeble health for 
some time but the newspaper account of her death says that it actually came about 
because she had several false teeth which  

"became loose and lodged in her throat threatening suffocation. Mr. G.M. 
Sylvester, Surgeon, was promptly in attendance and succeeded in removing 
them. The throat had become lacerated and inflamed to-such an extent that 
little or no nourishment could be taken afterwards and the system sustained 
such a severe shock that death ensued.  Mrs. Barnes had expressed a wish 
that she might die on Christmas Day, her own mother having died on a 
Christmas Day".  
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In sympathy for a man who had become so well known in Trowbridge, many of the trades 
people expressed it by closing their shops on the day of the funeral. 
 

In 1878 it was again felt that William should have some assistance (he was now 67). A 
Rev. W.V. Robinson was appointed to be his co-pastor, but he seems to have been there a 
very short time as he had already left before William again handed in his resignation in 
1880. On October 3rd of that year he presided at the Communion Table and then preached 
his farewell sermon from Ruth 2:4: "The Lord be with You and the Lord bless you". He lived 
for another four years and died on the 27th February 1885, seven years after Sarah's 

death. In his will he left most of his property to his children.8 
 
William and Sarah had three children, a son named Thomas Bradbury and two daughters, 
Eliza Standerwick who married Arthur Gregory and Gertrude Mary who married a Mr. 
Davies. The Gregorys had two sons one of whom, Edward Barnes Gregory, was a 
schoolmaster and the other, Reynold Gregory, was offered a Chair of Science in the 

Adelaide University in 1914 when he came out with Sir Oliver Lodge and other scientists. 
He returned home to settle up his affairs, but the outbreak of World War 1 put an end to his 
plans. After the war he died in the influenza epidemic which swept the world at that time. 
 
I found William’s will rather interesting and as others may too, I will include it here: 
 

"To my son Thomas Bradbury Barnes, cloth merchant.£1725.9.2. To my son 

Thomas Bradbury Barnes, the warehouse, stable and premises situated at 10 Duke 
St. Trowbridge in the occupation of Messrs. Legge, plus £500. To my daughter Eliza 

Standerwick (wife of Arthur Gregory) the premises and tenement at 13 Duke St. 
occupied by Thomas Kent and George Mouland, plus £250. Arthur Gregory 
released of debt of £250. £650 to be invested in Government or real securities and 

interest to go to daughter Gertrude Mary Davies, free from her husband's control. 
After her death the capital is to be divided between her children. £50 in milk 

business purchased in London by Mr. John Gibbs also to go to Gertrude Mary 
Davies half yearly. 

 
Witness: W.S. Rodway, Solicitor 

 
           Anne Hamfreys, Domestic Servant." 

 

 

The second son of Thomas Barnes (1) was named Edward and he became a farmer in 
Devonshire. He called his farm "Byfield" or it may be that the place where they lived was 
Byfield, about 20 kilometres west of Northampton. He was married and had a large family, 
mostly boys, some of whom carried on the farm after he died. There must have been 
continuous communication between William and Edward and their brother and sister who 
went to Australia for all the next generation seem to have been familiar with the names of 
"Uncle William" and "Uncle Edward" and when any of them found themselves in England 
in later life they made sure that a visit to Devonshire and to Trowbridge was included in 
their programme. 
 
After Edward came Thomas (2) who was my great grandfather and who most of this history 
will be about. He was born on the 21st December 1818 and his sister Sara Annie was born 
three years later in 1821. 
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Sara Annie Barnes, born in 1821, was married about 1843 to Dennison Clarke. Her first 
baby, a little girl, died at birth. Her second child was expected on 16 Jan 1845 but before 
he was born her husband died suddenly,. So by the time Dennison Segar Clarke arrived, 
Sara Annie was already a widow. She had a gift of poetry and all through her life 
celebrated any event in the family or anything which moved her deeply by expressing it in 
poetic form. A booklet of her poems has been published but is, I think, now out of print. 
However, members of the family in Adelaide still have copies and from one of these I have 
copied some which are relevant to our story. 
 
Return to Table of Contents 
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PAGES FROM AMY’S SCRAP BOOK 
 
(Included at this point are a number of photos taken from a scrap book which Amy kept. 
Later on in the story there are more photos placed in the position in which she placed them 
in her manuscript. Ed) 
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IMMIGRANTS 

 

On the 3rd April, 1840, Thomas Barnes (2) Married Maria Blunt. The Blunts were a big 
family and keen Baptists. Maria was baptized at the Roade Baptist Church in 1826. They 
made their home in Roade, about twenty miles from Bedford in Northhamptonshire. 
Thomas kept a grocery store, and they lived in the house attached to it. They probably 
attended the local Baptist Church. It was said of Thomas that "his religious life began in his 
youth, and he devoted his long life to the cause of Christ." He certainly had an interest in 
the missionary cause quite early, and in 1842 he was present at the Jubilee meetings of 
the Baptist Missionary Society held at Kettering, north of Roade. The Society had been first 
formed in 1792 when William Carey became "its inspiring genius and first missionary", to 
quote the Encyclopaedia Brittanica. Thomas Barnes treasured the medal he received at 
those meetings until the end of his life, and just before his death presented it to the Rev. 
Silas Meade (1861 - 1897) in Adelaide. 

 

Thomas and Maria's son, William, was born at Roade on the 2nd June, 1843, at 9.00 p.m. 
It.was the same year in which Thomas's brother, William, commenced his long and fruitful 
ministry at the Back St. Baptist Church at Trowbridge in Wiltshire. It was probably the year 
in which his sister Sara Annie married Dennison Clarke. 

 

It was also a time when much publicity was being given to the opportunities of the vast 
empty land of Australia in the Southern Hemisphere. South Australia had been calling for 
immigrants of the right type to come and settle, and the aims and plans of the founders of 
South Australia would certainly appeal to a man of high standards such as Thomas 
Barnes. South Australia was also the only non-penal state in the Colony. 

 

So, in August 1845 we find Thomas and Maria with two year old William setting sail (it was 
still the days of sailing ships) on the "Templar“ from London. Thomas was 27 and Maria 35. 
They were assisted migrants, and no doubt came out with high hopes of making a new life 
for themselves in a new land. 

 

They arrived in Adelaide on 24th November. Thomas must have immediately got in touch 
with Baptist church people, and it was from one of the prominent leaders in the Flinders St. 
Church, a Mr. James White, that he leased a shop in Hindley St. Adelaide. It was on the 
north-east corner of Hindley and Morphett Streets. James White Esq. had arrived in the 
Colony in 1839 and being a man of means had bought up large areas of land as well as 
shops and houses. He was a good man and used his money wisely. Later on he had a 
closer connection with Thomas Barnes and his family, but I need not go into that now. 

 
Thomas also bought property with what money he had. It was only five weeks after his 
arrival in Adelaide that the following record appeared: 

 

1845, December 31st. John Coyne of Adelaide, draper, conveyed to 
Thomas Barnes, grocer, lots 372 and 373 Bowdenl £39 cash. _ 1845, 
December 3lst. John Coyne of Adelaide, draper, conveyed to Thomas 
Barnes, grocer, lots 372 and 373 Bowden. £39 cash. 
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Bowden was just across from the golf links near the North Adelaide railway station. 
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During their residence in Adelaide, Thomas and Maria attended services in Baptist 
Churches in Hindley Street and also in North Adelaide, and they knew many of the early 
preachers connected with the denomination. The accounts they sent back to England nmst 
have been happy ones for it was not long before Thomas's father and sister were preparing 
to join them. 1845 had been a bad year for Sara Annie with the death of her husband just 
before Dennison's birth. Her mother's death may have occurred around that time too, for by 
1846 Thomas Barnes (1) was also a widower and ready to help his only daughter go with 
her little son to join Thomas and Maria in Adelaide. Thomas found a house for them in 
Burnside out near the Adelaide hills and on the 1st August they sailed from London on the 
"SS Abberton". They nicknamed their vessel "The Old Ocean" and Sara wrote the following 
poem to her small son on the voyage out: 
 
 

BABY DENNISON ON BOARD THE SHIP "OLD OCEAN"                                                                

Sweet Baby on thy Grandpa's knee,                                                                                        

A world of wonders dost thou see,                                                                                   

Laughing and crowing merrily. 

Say, what shall be thy future years -                                                                                                

A mother's joy, a mother's tears,                                                                                    

Her brightest hopes oft flushed with fears? 

Dear solid baby cannot tell,                                                                                         

Nor mother, who that loves so well —                                                                           

Time! Only thou must break the spell. 

 
September 1846. 

 

 

Another poem by Sara Annie Called "Leaving England" makes us realise a little of what it 
must have cost Thomas (1), an old man of sixty-six years of age, to leave his home and his 
other children and the grave of his wife to help his widowed daughter and her little son to 
settle in a new land. It appears from the poem that his own eldest son, William, now well 
settled in the manse at Trowbridge, had offered his father a home with him for the rest of 
his life, but Thomas’s love for his daughter and fatherless grandson made him feel his 
place was with them.  
 
Passing through London on their way to the ship: 

 
"Let me look at the grand old city  

once more, it will be my last"  

Father said to his little grandson  

Who held his spectacles fast, 

 

(and then as they parted with friends and relatives) 
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A parting scene more touching  
One venerable grey head, 
Bowed with thoughts of sorrow 

As when he mourned the dead. 
 

The parting with his brightest son 

Through all his life so true 

Who tendered him a down couch 

As he more aged grew. 
 

But we his deep brave love 

Did not himself esteem, 
His widowed daughter with her son — ‘ 
Fatherless - he lived for him. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
They reached Port Adelaide on the 13th December, 1846. After four and a half months on 
the sea, it must have been wonderful for them to find Thomas and Maria with William 
waiting to welcome them. They would just have time to settle in to the house in High Street 
Burnside, and to get used to some of the ways of a new country, when Christmas was 
upon them - their first Christmas in heat and dust instead of cold and snow. So New Year 
1847 began with anticipation of many things they could do together with their father, 
brother and sister and two grandchildren living not too far apart from each other. 
Alas! 1847 was a year of sadness for them all. The old father died early in the year leaving 
Sara Annie once more alone with her son, and before the year ended Thomas (2) was also 
left alone with his son as Maria died (24/12/1847) during the year, though what was the 
cause of her death I do not know. Maria was buried in the West Terrace Cemetery by the 
Rev. B.Fishington. 
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Thomas disposed of his business in Hindley Street, and perhaps wanting to be nearer to 
Sara and little Dennison, he bought property in Magill which was near Burnside and in a 
beautiful area near to the Adelaide Hills. This was the place which would later became the 
home of Thomas Barnes's family for many years. The record states: 
 

5th August 1848, Garratt Hannan, yeoman of Magill, sold to Thomas Barnes six 
acres, 1 rood and 18 perches of Section 285 for £l20. 

 
Sara Annie, after her father's death, became friendly with her neighbour over the road, a 
widower 13 years older than herself. His name was Thomas Booth and he had come out 
from England with his first wife and three children in 1834. He was a cabinet maker and 
seems to have done very well at it in this new land so that by 1859 he owned all the land 
bounded by Greenhill, Lockwood and Hallett Roads, with High Street to the north. In 1847 
he and Sara Annie married. She was 25 and he 38. He moved his cabinet-making 
business to Hindley Street where on the llth November 1848 he leased a shop on the south 
side between Morphett and King William Streets. 
 
Thomas was lonely and restless, and less than a year after he bought the property at 

Magill, in 1849, he left his motherless little son William, now six years of age, with Sara 

Annie and returned to England. It was less than four years since he had left there with such 

high hopes for the future. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Return to Table of Contents 
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ENGLAND AGAIN 

 

Back in England, Thomas settled at Banwell in Somerset and again opened a shop. He was 
about halfway between his two brothers, Edward on his farm in Devonshire, and William in 
the manse at Trowbridge. He must have often visited both homes. With William and Sarah 
at Trowbridge lived Sarah's younger sister Mary Standerwick. She had been with them 
some time and must have been a great help to Sarah in her busy life as "mistress of the 
Manse". She and Sarah had grown up in a wealthy family and were both used to having a 
home with servants to do the heavy work. I am not sure of her mother's name but her father 
on her wedding certificate is named as "Richard Standerwick, Gentleman". 
 
There were five children in Richard's family; three girls and two boys. Sarah was the eldest 
daughter with two brothers, George and Charles, either older or younger than she, before 
another daughter Elizabeth and finally Mary " quite a lot younger than her sister and 
brother-in-law. The Standerwicks seem to have been an old Devonshire family. Mary was 
born at Tiverton on the 12th September l82l, and Sarah was married to William Barnes at 
Culmstock on the 15th October 1835, when Mary was only fourteen. 
 
By 1839 Richard seems to have moved to Somerset as one of his descendants in South 
Australia has a small section of the front page of the "Weekly Chronicle" for October, 27th, 
of that year. The price was 4½ pence and his address was given as Nicholashayne, 
Wellington, Somerset, but that may have been after his wife died. 
 
There is an old story come down in the family that the Standerwicks are descendants of 
John Hawkins of Hawkins/Drake fame in 1532, the time of Elizabeth lst. So far I have no 
real proof of this except that I did find a record from an old Church register that a certain 
Daniel Standerwick married an Elizabeth Hawkins at Culmstock in Devon on the l0th 
September 1764. If we could prove that this Elizabeth was a descendant of the Armada 
Hawkins, we would have the missing link in the chain!  I also found a record of a Richard 
Standerwick marrying a certain Sally James at Tiverton on the 27th October l808 which 
would make them the right ages to be the parents of Sarah, George, Charles, Elizabeth and 
Mary, but again I have no proof. 
 
It was not long before Thomas was making frequent visits to the manse at Trowbridge and 
now not because of the comfort and help his brother and sister-in-law offered him, but 
because he had begun to take an interest in Sarah's unmarried sister, Mary. By 1850 they 
were engaged to be married, and on the l3th June of that year they were married in the 
Melkshan Baptist Church in Wiltshire by William Barnes, the brother of the groom. I puzzled 
for some time over their reasons for choosing the Melkshan Church which is quite near 
Trowbridge, instead of the Church in which his brother was the Pastor. I later discovered 
that the Trowbridge Church at that time was not registered to conduct weddings. 
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TOUGH BEGINNINGS 
 
Their minds were no sooner made up than Thomas and Mary began making preparations 
for the long sea voyage back to Australia. They booked to sail on the "Hyderabad" leaving 
London late in 1852, and for some reason they went, not to Adelaide as might have been 
expected, but to Melbourne, Victoria.  William was nine years old, a much travelled young 
man, and Gertrude was about eighteen months old, a little toddler not easy to take care of 
on the sailing ships of those days. To make it even more difficult Mary was pregnant again 
and one wonders how she enjoyed that long trip, her first away from her own country when 
she was no doubt both seasick and homesick at times. 
 
They reached Port Phillip on the 20th December 1852 and two months later, on the 13th 
February 1853, her second child, another little daughter whom they named Annie Eliza, 
was born. Six weeks later, on the 27th March, Gertrude died, and less than two weeks 
afterwards her baby sister followed her on the 8th April. Poor Mary! What a beginning to 
her life in the new country to which her husband had brought her. It must have seemed as 
if the bottom had dropped out of her world, and with no mother and no elder sister (who 
had been almost like a mother to her), and no women friends yet in a land where she was 
a stranger, she must have touched rock bottom there in Melbourne. 
 
I do not know Thomas's reasons for going to Victoria in the first place, but in the following 
year, 1854, he took her back to Magill where at least there was another member of the 

family, a sister-in-law whom she knew already because he was her own sister, Sarah's, 

sister-in-law too, and she must have met her sometimes with the family at the manse in 

Trowbridge. The story I remember about those early days was one my own Grandma 
Mercer told me about her mother. She said that the first time Mary sent her washing to the 

laundry she was shocked when she saw it sent back rough dry (not ironed). She felt all her 

beautiful things had been ruined. Having been used to servants both as a child and later 
when she lived with Sarah and William, she was used to seeing her clothes brought back 

clean and beautifully ironed ready to be put away. It makes one realise how little prepared 

she was for life in this new country. 
 
Back in South Australia, though there was a house and shop on the property Thomas 
owned in Magill Road, they moved into a rented house on what was later called "Barnes 
Avenue" in their honour. It was known as Almond Cottage and was just round the corner 
from Magill Road. Being out near the hills it had an ideal climate, and if Mary looked 
westward she could see the sea and sometimes the ships in Holdfast Bay which always 

gave promise of mail from "home". Almond Cottage was only meant to be a temporary 
residence until they could build a permanent home on their own property, but in the event 
they were there some three years. 
 
Two more daughters were born before the "Big House" was ready. Mary Gertrude was 
born on the 13th August 1854, the year Thomas and Mary returned to South Australia. 
Perhaps the thought of bearing another child alone in Victoria had been the catalyst which 
brought them to South Australia, and one can only hope that this second year of Mary's life 
in Australia proved to be a happier one than her first. The baby was well and healthy, 
William was happy to be back in a life he knew, and the work on the "Big House" was going 
well. Sara Annie was delighted to have them back and a sense of "family" brought the 
occupants of the High Street Burnside house and Almond Cottage often together. 
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By the end of 1856 Mary was pregnant again and they were hoping that before the new 
baby arrived in 1857 they would be in the Big House. Alas it was not to be. Building delays 
hindered the completion of the work, and because Thomas had already found a suitable 
tenant for Almond Cottage, the family had to find a temporary residence until they could 
move into their own home. It was here that another little girl whom they named Blanche 
Standerwick was born on the 2nd May 1857. Three weeks later the Big House was ready 
and they moved in. Poor Mary! Nothing ever seemed to come easy for her in this new land. 
 
The Big House became the Barnes family home for the next twenty years, and it was here 
that my Grandma Mercer was born on the 22nd July 1859, the first baby to be born there. 
They named her Elizabeth Jane and she was the third daughter of Thomas and Mary to 
survive childhood. 
 

The Big House was on the corner of Magill Road and Bryant Street. It was built of stone 
with eight main rooms which were increased to twelve in the years in which the Barnes 
family lived there. It had a cellar and wide verandahs. It had as well a good stable for 
horses and hay and cart sheds, a 6000 gallon rain water tank, and two and a half acres of 
the original seven were fenced and set aside for vines and fruit trees, and paddocking for 
the horses. 

 
Mary had two girls who came in to help in the house and were always treated as part of the 
family. This was much more the style of life to which Mary was accustomed though quite a 

change from the 
shop houses in 
which Thomas 
had lived in 
England. But Mary 
had brought 
money with her 
when she married 
him and he must 
have felt an urge 
to give her the 
kind of home she 
had been used to. 
Not content to live 
on his wife's 
money, Thomas 
was looking round 
for the best way of 
making his living, 
and supporting his 
growing family. 
Two years before 
he returned to 
South Australia, 

that is in 1852, an Act was passed by the Government "to appoint district Councils and to 
define the powers thereof". 
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One of the first areas in the State to enjoy the benefits of Local Government was Burnside, 
which had originally been part of the district of East Torrens. On the 14th August 1856 
Burnside was first proclaimed a District. Five men made up the first Council which met for 
the first time on the 19th August 1856. 
 
The first Minute Book tells us that "Thomas Barnes of Magill was appointed Clerk at a 
salary of £10 every quarter." Dr. Christopher Penfold (of Penfold Wines) was appointed 
Chairman. On September 12th, Thomas was engaged as a surveyor of property for the 
sum of £8, and in October of the same year rates were charged at one shilling in the 
pound. The first assessment of property amounted to.£9,596 and the rates collected 
therefore brought in an amount of`£479. The Council rate book tells us that the Big House 
paid rates of £30 which means the house and property was valued at.£6OO at that time. In 
1857 the position of Clerk of the Council was made permanent at a salary of £50 per 
annum. The Burnside Council District was about ten square miles in area, and by 1865, 
nine years after the district was proclaimed, there were 285 houses mainly made of 
concrete or tamped earth. The population by then numbered 1,472. Agricultural pursuits 
engaged the attention of the majority of the population. 
 
Thomas obviously had an eye for a good investment for by 1856 these were his assets: 
 

1 brick house of 4 rooms £22 

2½ acres of fenced land at Magill £2.10 

Stone house two rooms, 2½ acres £9 

3 acres fenced land at Magill £3.15 

Pisa cottage, 3 rooms, small garden £8 

Mud hut and 2 acres £8 

½ acre £1 

Brick house, 3 rooms, 1½ acres £15 

Pisa cottage, 2 rooms, 4 acres £26 

Brick cottage, 2 rooms, 7½ acres £16 
 
 

 

When I visited Magill in 1977 and again in 1983 I was able to see some of the land which 
had belonged to Thomas and Mary Barnes and also what remained of the Big House 
where my Grandma Elizabeth was born and grew up. It must have been a delightful spot 
out there at the foot of the hills and within sight of the sea. 

 
Thomas Barnes gave 22 years of faithful service as the Clerk of the Burnside District 
Council. The first Minute Book is still there, and shows meticulous care in the presentation 
of the Minutes, all written very clearly in a style which is seldom seen today. An interesting 
little note appears in the Minutes for February 1858: 
 

"Resolved that the offer of Mr. T. Barnes for 35 shillings for tree against 
Deanes be accepted, same to be grubbed and the hole filled in 6 weeks." 

 
Perhaps Thomas was stacking up firewood for the winter! 
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CHURCH AND EDUCATION 
 
The Barnes were members of Baptist Churches in England, and of course Thomas's 
brother with his wife, who was Mary's sister, was the Pastor of the big Baptist Church in 
Trowbridge in Wiltshire. In Adelaide the Methodists had built a Church in Hindley Street to 
seat 200 people in 1838. A year later it was too small for the growing congregation, and 
being offered a valuable block of land in Gawler Place on which to build a bigger building, 
they eventually decided to accept the offer even though Gawler Place at that time seemed 
to them to be rather "far out in the bush"! The Baptists bought the Hindley Street premises, 
and by the time Thomas and Maria arrived in 1845 they were well established there, and 
welcomed the new arrivals with open arms. 
 
Nine years later when Thomas brought his second wife, Mary, to Magill there was no 
Baptist church in the area, but there were many Christian people like themselves brought 
up in nonconformist churches and used to the congregational form of Church government. 
Like Thomas and Mary they wanted their children to have a good Christian upbringing so 
when Thomas was building a home for his family he also began to think of a place where 
they could worship the Lord. With this in mind he added to his new house a large room 35 
ft. by 14 ft. especially to be used for Church meetings. Before this was ready he and a Mr. 
Horton opened their homes alternately for services and there week by week neighbours 
and friends with their children gathered for Sunday services. 
 
When the Big House was finally ready for occupation and the services were transferred to 
the big room there, Thomas invited the well-known Congregational minister, Rev. T. 
Quinton Stow, to open it as a "Union" church. Mr. Stow was one of the early settlers in the 
Colony and had made himself well known by his outspokenness against Churches 
receiving Government money. He made a public speech against it in 1846 and it was partly 
his influence which in 1851 brought about the dissolution in South Australia between 
Church and State. 
 
Though both Thomas Barnes and Mr. Horton were Baptist, many who worshipped with 
them were from other denominations. Thomas sometimes preached at these services 
himself, or quite often if the Rev. Stow was too busy in his own district of Hindmarsh, they 
would read one of Spurgeon's sermons. 
 
Mr. John Strawbridge, a brush maker in Magill, was one who faithfully attended and when 

he was asked to read one of the sermons, he did it so well that one lady who had actually 

heard Mr. Spurgeon preach commented that "Mr. Strawbridge's reading was nearly as 

good as hearing Mr. Spurgeon himself!" As time went on, many of these people began to 

feel that baptism by immersion was Scriptural, and by 1858 the group had formed 

themselves into a Baptist Church officially constituted, with the Rev. G. Stonehouse, Mr. & 

Mrs. C.E. Horton and Mr. & Mrs. Thomas Barnes as foundation members. The services in 

the Barnes' home now became more distinctively Baptist and with the Rev. Stonehouse 

one of the early Baptist ministers in the Colony, in charge, many people were baptised by 

immersion, and the little Church expanded rapidly. Mr. John Strawbridge was one of those 

who was baptised in those days. The first Sunday School superintendent was Mr. Joseph 

Mercer who had arrived in South Australia in l839 and because he was a school teacher by 

profession and vitally interested in any good work among the young, he had been 

associated with the Rev. Stow in beginning the work at Hindmarsh. Now he was living in 

Magill, and under his leadership the Sunday School in the Big House grew by leaps and 
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bounds. As if Sunday classes were not sufficient, Thomas also opened his home on 

weekdays for a small Primary School. The first Public School was not opened in Magill until 

1859, the year Elizabeth was born, so Miss Horton with some help from older girls daily 

taught a group of children the three "R's" in the precincts of the Big House. It was being put 

to good use and must have been overflowing with young life. 
 
This was probably where Elizabeth began her education as did a number of others whose 
names are still remembered such as the Horsnell boys, Julius Wendt, George Murray (later 
Sir George) and John Fitch. Sunday School picnics were great occasions often held at 
Wattle Grove. Parents and children all met at a central place and then marched together 
across the country sometimes lead by a brass band. 
 
Thomas was keenly interested in education and the need for schools. When the first public 
school was opened in Magill in 1859 his eldest son William was immediately enrolled under 
the headship of a Mr Mudie. At the annual examinations parents were invited to the school 
and in front of them the children were asked questions by the Head to which they were 
expected to respond if they knew the answer, by shooting up their hands as quickly as 
possible. At the end a Dr. Weeks proposed a vote of thanks to Mr. Mudie, and Thomas 
Barnes seconded it. By 1892 nearly all children in Adelaide and suburbs were receiving 
free education in primary schools. For seven years Baptist services were held in the Big 
House, but by 1863 it was obvious that the numbers attending were becoming too many for 
the space they had. Thomas then decided to give a part of his land as a gift for the building 
of a church building. The church would face Magill Road. It was decided to build the front 
part first, but they would not ask any non-Christian person to help, nor would they enter into 
any questionable ways of raising money. In fact each member gave as much as they could 
so that the building could be erected debt free. Thomas gave £25 to start the fund as well 
as the plot of land. Everybody worked away as in the time of Nehemiah, and the day came 
at last when at 7.00 a.m. one Sunday morning a prayer and praise meeting was held to 
thank God that all their needs had been met and the Church was free of debt. It was 
officially opened in 1865. 
 
Not content to be settled in their own house of worship, the congregation turned their eyes 
to other places where there was no place of worship. Sara Annie Booth, Thomas's sister 
who was still living in High Street Burnside, and had taken a keen interest in all that went 
on in the Big House, had also been concerned for some time that people in her area had to 
travel long distances to meet with others for worship on Sundays. She expresses it in one 
of her poems, "On Burnside and Its Vicinity": 
 

"Here one thing more I wish to see, ·  

A temple for the Deity                                             

Where on the Sabbath's holy morn       We 

might with joy His courts adorn.       For 

though we hear the distant chime      In this 

bright, warm and sunny clime     The old and 

young can't travel far   Without some aid or 

helping car." 

The "distant chime" she speaks of was probably the bells from the Adelaide Town Hall, 
housed in the Albert Tower and first rung on June 29th, 1866. At that time they could be 
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distinctly heard as far away as Burnside Village where Sara lived. Another of her poems 
was written on "Freddy's Wish on Hearing the Albert Bells in the Distance". and meetings 
were commenced there on Sunday evenings. The room soon proved too small, and a room 
in his store was offered by a Mr. Lockwood. When this also became too small, he then 
gave the land on which the present Christian Church of Burnside still stands. He put in the 
foundations at his own expense. So the Barnes family were involved in starting some of the 
earliest Baptist Churches in South Australia. Thomas was not, however, a "one-eyed" 
Baptist as we can see by his long time friendship with Mr. Stow and his furtherance of the 
congregational cause before the Baptist Church was constituted. But even prior to that, he 
was to the fore when the Wesleyan Church decided to build, actually assisting with the 
building work with great enthusiasm. He became their first Sunday School superintendent. 
Following her brother's earlier example, Sara Annie offered a room in her home for 
services, 
 
I like to think that perhaps my own long connection with an interdenominational missionary 
society (CIM/OMF) and my early days in Christian Endeavour come from the same spirit 
as was in my great grandfather before me - the spirit which can have fellowship with any 
true Christian no matter what his denominational label may be. 
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LIFE IN THE BIG HOUSE 
 
Although the Barnes family home was a happy one and a loving one, it was also one in 

which strict discipline was enforced. Sunday was kept very strictly as "the Lord's Day", but 

with the many activities of the day the children did not find it boring. Moreover, these 

activities were different from the normal weekday ones, and my Grandma Elizabeth told me 

that there were very strict rules about what was suitable behaviour on the Lord's Day. She 

was allowed to read but the books were censored and must be "Sunday books". She could 

sit on the swing but not swing it, and she could hold a ball in her hand but not throw it! 

Children of those days were very much expected to be "seen and not heard", and 

Grandma remembered vividly one occasion when seated as a small girl at the long dining 

room table, her father completely overlooked her when serving the dinner. She dared not 

say a word and sat there in silence until his eye wandered down the table, and noticed she 

had nothing to eat. Overcome with remorse he exclaimed "Oh, my dear, did I forget you?" 

so lovingly that Elizabeth burst into tears and had to be comforted before she could enjoy 

the meal which was quickly brought to her.The Barnes were used to having wine at their 

table, but on one occasion Thomas came in after the meal to find his son and two little 

daughters enjoying the dregs from the adults' glasses! It is said that from then on the 

Barnes family became teetotal. 
 
Mary Barnes and her sister-in-law Sara Annie Booth were born in the same year, and must 
have known each other at least from the time when Sara's brother William married Mary's 
sister Sarah long ago in England. Now from the time Thomas had brought Mary to Magill 
mourning the loss of her two babies in Melbourne, Sara and she had become very close 
and Sara was a constant visitor in the Big House, as familiar to the Barnes children as their 
own mother. Sara had six children and Mary five and the two families did many things 
together as the children grew together. Thomas's William and Sara's Dennison had only a 
year between them in age and Lily Booth, the eldest of Thomas and Sara Booth's children, 
was three years younger than her stepbrother. She was born in 1848 the year before 
Thomas Barnes returned to England. These were the three elder cousins as there was a 
gap then before both Mary and Sara completed their families. From 1853 on there seems 
to have been an addition almost annually in one or the other of the two homes. In 1853 
Sarah Annie Booth was born. Note the spelling of her name as the 'h' on the Sarah is the 
only distinction between her name and that of her mother. 
 
In the next year, 1854, Gertrude Mary Barnes brought new comfort to her mother's heart 
and Victor Booth was born the same year at High Street Burnside. Two years later in 1856 
Lucy Booth was born but only lived two years as she died of snakebite, and was buried 
under the garage of her father's home. 
 
Blanche Barnes was born three weeks before the move into the Big House in 1857, and 
the following year Frederick Booth, her cousin, was to complete the Booth family. Mary 
was to give birth to three more children in the Big House; Elizabeth Jane in 1859, Thomas 
Barnes (3) Mary's only son in 1862, and finally three years later in 1865 Anna Maude 
completed the Barnes family. 
 

Perhaps I should digress here to relate something of Sara Annie's life with her second 
husband Thomas Booth, as it explains why she spent so much time with her brother and 
his wife. After their youngest son was born in 1858 Thomas wanted to move to Victoria. 
Whether there was some break in their relationship by then I do not know, but Thomas 
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Booth gave up the lease of his shop in Adelaide, forfeiting £l00 to do so, in 1860, and went 
alone to Victoria. 
 
In 1866 Thomas and one of his sons by his first marriage set up a cabinet-making business 
at Sale in Victoria, registered under the name of Thomas Booth & Co. It looks as if they 
never lived together again, and eventually the house they had lived in was sold and Sara 
moved to Cuthero Terrace at Corryton, the home of Dennison Clarke where she lived until 
her death on 29th July 1903. 
 
In the preface to her small book of poems published in 1890 she says: 
 

"I know my own deficiencies too well to be elated by what I have written. I 
have worked very hard to earn my own living by needlework, etc., and 
suffered many privations, but now my health is giving way and as God has 
given me this talent I wish to use it for His glory." 

 
By that time she must have had thirty years alone, and Thomas Barnes must often have 
had to be a father, not only to his own children, but to his nieces and nephews as well. 
"Aunt Sara" was much loved by her small nieces in the Big House, where she was a 
constant visitor. Sara wrote an acrostic on the name of each as they were born, or to 
commemorate some special occasion. Here is the one written for Gertrude: 
 

 

Give thy young heart to Jesus 
 

Ere life with sorrow dawn; 
 

Receive His invitation 
 

Till comfort from it dawn. 
 

Rest with His blessing from above, 
 

United in the bonds of love; 
 

Dear to us, a loving dove, 
 

Ever, till we meet above. 
 

 

Bright, may thy path be . 
 

Let sorrow never cast 
 

A gloom around thy path, 
 

No, not a withering blast; 
 

Comfort in thy life to see 
 

Happiness surrounding thee 
 

Ever while life shall last. 
AMY’SHERITAGE – 

 

One wonders if she had a premonition that Blanche's life was not to be a long one. 
 
Gertrude, being the eldest girl in the Barnes family, had to early learn to take responsibility 
for the younger ones and to be a help to her mother. She took a great interest in the many 
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visitors who came to her parents' home and especially those who had been invited to 
preach on Sunday and then stayed on to have dinner in the Big House. M. R.W.M. Waddy 
JP., the Assistant Postmaster-General in Adelaide, was one whom she specially loved. He 
often preached at Magill and was a frequent visitor at the Big House. Gertrude loved to 
walk down with him to his tram stop and then wait to wave him off. It was this same Mr. 
Waddy who later bought "Almond Cottage" and lived in close proximity to the Barnes 
family. 
 
In May l869 when Elizabeth was ten, her big stepbrother William was already 26. He had 
had his education in Magill, and when old enough had taken over the shop and house 
which his father had bought on Magill Road as early as 1848. He seems to have lived in 
the house and managed the business, but eye trouble began to cause some concern and 
he was advised to have an operation. It was considered important that he go to see the 
celebrated eye specialist, Edward Critchett, at Harley Street in London, so in May 1869 he 
set off on his fourth long ocean voyage. 
 
He left his business in the charge of a family who were also going to rent his house while 
he was away. It all seemed a very satisfactory arrangement, but after six months the family 
decided they had had enough and wanted to move out. Thomas was faced with a big 
problem. Even if he could re-rent the house for William's sake, he could not let the 
business close down when he had worked so hard to make it a success. In the end he and 
Mary came to a decision. The whole Barnes family would move into the smaller house 
temporarily, and rent out the Big House for as long as necessary. Mary would look after the 
shop with help from Gertrude now fifteen, and Margaret Hogan, one of their house helps, 
agreed to move with them and not only help in the house but in the shop too, when 
needed. 
 
The following advertisement appeared in the "Register": 
 

"TO LET AT MAGILL. A very comfortable house of eight rooms, also cellar, 6000 
gallon tank of water, stable, hay and cart sheds, garden with vines and fruit and a 
paddock of 2½ acres. Rent £35 per annum. Apply to Mr. Thomas Barnes, Magill. 
N.B. Buses run to and from town 5 times a day, fare sixpence." 

 
So the move was made, but Margaret Hogan made no secret of the fact that she preferred the 
Big House. The shop house had to be cleaned from top to bottom, the people who had moved 
out apparently not believing that "cleanliness is next to godliness." Margaret had found BUGS 
and was not happy until everything had been thoroughly spring cleaned. The general 
feeling seemed to be "it will be nice when William comes home". This he eventually did in 
July 1870, returning via Melbourne after an absence of fourteen months. 
 
His actual time in England was only six months, the rest of the time being taken up in the 
journeys there and back. Much of the six months was taken up with the operation in the 
Moorfields Ophthalmic Hospital and in recuperation and check-up visits after the operation, 
but he made time to visit his father's brothers, William and Sarah at Trowbridge and 
Edward and his family at Byfield in Devon. He was much amused to find his Devonshire 
relatives started their dinner with apple dumplings and finished with the meat and 
vegetables! The Barnes family settled thankfully back into the Big House. 
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WEDDINGS 
 
It was natural that as both Thomas and Sara had a child each from their first marriage it 
would be these two who should first set up their own homes among the younger generation. 
Sara's son Dennison Segar Clarke became engaged to be married to a Miss Ruth England 
about the time that William, his cousin, left for England. Ruth was a schoolteacher and had 
the distinction of being the first licensed headmistress of the Burnside School. Up to that 
time children had all been educated in private schools, but by 1871 there were two 
applicants for a license from the Board of Education. Ruth was the successful one, probably 
because she had the greater number of children. Her success must have come near the 
time when she was preparing for her marriage to Dennison, for it was not long before her 
own growing family made it impossible for her to continue teaching, and the Burnside 
Council had to look for a replacement.  I am not sure of the date of their wedding, but it was 
either just before or about the same time as William Barnes returned from England in July 
1870, possibly 5th June 1869. 
 
Dennison Clarke and his father-in-law, James England, and later his two step-brothers, 
Victor and Frederick Booth, as they grew old enough, made a name for themselves in the 
Burnside district as builders. They became associated with the father-in-law, Mr. John 
Crocker, who was himself a builder. 
 
In 1876 when Finnissbrook House and the 57 acres of land surrounding it was being sold by 
Boyle Travis Finniss (the first Premier of the Colony), John Crocker was the purchaser. 
Having bought it, he proceeded to subdivide and Dennison Clarke bought up 27 acres of the 
land and the quarry attached to it. This quarry was the source of much of the stone with 
which Dennison and his brothers built the beautiful bluestone houses in the Burnside area, 
many of which are still standing. Frederick's son, Sheldon Booth, believes that most, if not 
all, of the bluestone houses in Burnside were built by Dennison and his brothers. It is almost 
certain that they built Lockwood House and their own homes at 64 High Street and 74 
Lockwood Road. 
 
For himself Dennison built Fernilee Lodge on Greenhill Road which I looked at from the 
outside when I was in Adelaide in 1983. It was a solid eight-roomed house, with unusually 
large underground rooms and water tank. The latter Dennison always insisted was the 
answer to a hot climate. He also built Woodbourne Villa nearby on Lockwood Road, and in 
1881 when he sold Fernilee Lodge it was to Woodbourne Villa that the family moved. From 
1881 onwards Dennison and his brothers built two dozen or so cottages whose bluestone 
facades can still be seen along Knightsbridge Road and near the corner of Howard Terrace 
and Rochester Street. They sold them for £l5O each and they were advertised as having 
three rooms and a passage, verandah back and front, and being fitted inside with 
cupboards, dressers, oven, hat racks and rails. 
 
Business was booming for a few years, but in the mid-eighties there was a slump and 
Dennison found himself having to sell up his Burnside interests and move to Corryton 
where, in a suburb closer to town, and on the water mains, there was more demand for 
houses. In Corryton he built another home for his family and later his last home which faced 
Lincoln and Mather Streets. One of the bluestone houses he had built on Greenhill Road 
still remains at No. 574, and this became the home of the sixth Surveyor General of South 
Australia, Mr. William Strawbridge, who I think was related to the John Strawbridge so 
closely connected with Thomas Barnes at Magill. The house was called "Kiama". 
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If that was the first wedding in the family, the second followed soon after. William Barnes 
had only returned from England about thirteen months when on the 13th August 1871 he 
married a Miss Martha Pledge. The ceremony took place in the Magill Church with Rev. 
John Birk officiating. Their friends presented them with a big family Bible which has been 
handed down to their descendants and is now in the possession of the Ralph Barnes 
family. The inscription shows the love and esteem in which William and Martha were held. 
 
William was 28 and Martha 24. Their first child, Edith Gertrude, was born in 1872, followed 
by William Allan in 1874. Mary Blanche came next, and then finally in 1880 they had twins, 
Kate Maude and Charlie Herbert. Edith never married and ended her days in a home for 
aged people called "Illoura". She was said to have been a keen member of the Baptist 
Church who lived her Christian life daily. "She was well read, had a lively mind and was a 
delight to have as a visitor, being interested in everybody and everything. 
 
She was 88 when she died in 1960. 
 
William Allan only lived to be nineteen. His younger sister Mary Blanche, born in 1877, 
lived in Magill with her parents until she was 27 when she married a widower, Alfred 
Bonnin, who was 75 years of age and had a grown-up family. She only bore one child, a 
little girl called Marjorie Hilda in l905, and she was only five years old when her father died 
in l9l0. I believe her daughter Marjorie made a name for herself as a musician. Katie 
Maude died when she was 39 but I don't know if she was married or not. Her twin brother 
lived to be 93. He married Emma Lucy Lockett and they had three sons so William and 
Martha Barnes may still have a good number of descendants in South Australia. 
 
Another wedding of interest took place in l87l and that was that of John Strawbridge, the 
son of the brushmaker. He married Grace Calderwood and they had eight children. One of 
them, Mary, became Mrs. Rundell who later went to Western Australia and became a 
member of the Bayswater Baptist Church where I and my brothers and sisters all grew up. 
Her sister Jessie married an Arthur Sando and their son Ken also came to W.A. and stayed 
with his Auntie. He later married one of my contemporaries in the Baptist Church and it was 
only years later when a search into our family histories brought us together, that we 
discovered the link between our families. Even more surprising was that we discovered that 
his great grandmother had actually married my great grandfather, Thomas Barnes!! This 
was his third marriage just a year before he died. But I will come to that in due course! 
 
Alfred was nine years older than Sarah Annie and by the time they married she was 24 and 

he was 33. At that time Yorke Peninsula was being opened up for farming and Joseph 
Mercer had bought a section of land there which Alfred proceeded to clear and plant before 

building a small house there to which he hoped to bring his bride. All this took time and 
patience but at last in February 1877 they were married in the Congregational Manse at 
Maitland on the Yorke Peninsula. Thomas Barnes, Sarah Annie's uncle, was asked to be a 

witness at the wedding and while there he had a good look at the farming situation in that 
area wondering if he too should invest in property there, as so many others of his friends 

were doing. 
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Alfred and Sarah had their home on Section 333 at Weetulta, halfway between Maitland 
and Moonta and there were still many vacant allotments to be taken up. Thomas was 
always one with an eye for an investment so before he returned to Magill he had bought for 
himself and his family Section 331, 556 acres for £556. He returned to Mary and the family 
to try and enthuse them into moving from the old home and their settled life there to take 
up farming in the new and growing community of Weetulta. 
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Among the many young people with whom the Barnes children mixed as they grew up 
were the Adams family. You may remember that when he first arrived in Adelaide Thomas 
rented his first shop in Hindley Street from Mr James White, a man of means who had 
come to the Colony in 1839, the same year in which the Mercers had arrived. His wife was 
Emma Evans and Emma's sister Caroline married a Mr. John Everest Adams. James and 
Emma appear to have had no children of their own so when both Caroline and John 
Adams died leaving a family of young children, James legally adopted two of them, William 
Masterman Adams and his sister Mary, making himself responsible for the others as well. 
 
Will Adams was often in and out of the Big House and it was gentle Blanche to whom he 
was attracted and she to him. Unfortunately, though neither Will nor Blanche were aware of 
it, Blanche's elder sister Gertrude, had also fallen in love with Will Adams. Her love for her 
sister made her hide her feelings but the situation was not helped by the fact that according 
to the custom of the day, she as the elder sister was expected to go everywhere with the 
young couple to chaperone them! Thomas and Mary approved of the match as they liked 

Will Adams and respected Mr. James White, but Blanche was expected to wait until she 
was 2l. 
 
Blanche's wedding was to be the last to be held in the Big House as the decision had been 

made to leave Magill and move to Yorke Peninsula. Her birthday was on the 2nd May 
1878. She had been just three weeks old when they moved into the Big House, so it was 

fitting that she should be married there before it ceased to be their home. After the 
ceremony in the Big House on Magill Road, Blanche and Will set out on their honeymoon 

in one of the Hill & Company's private carriages. They had to stop on their way at 
Strathalbyn to change horses, but by that time it was raining hard. Blanche was very tired 
and longing to reach journey's end so they decided not to stop there for refreshments, 

much to the annoyance of the driver who probably wanted his own refreshment. They 
finally reached their destination, the guesthouse "Gertymore" at Victor Harbour, without 

mishap. When they returned they made their home at Wright Street, Adelaide, in a house 
which had been given Will Adams by Mr. James White. 
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YORKE PENINSULA 
 

 
With the wedding over, the big move to Weetulta began. Thomas wrote his letter of 
resignation to the Burnside Council with whom he had worked for nearly 22 years as Clerk 
and Surveyor. A copy of the letter he received in reply is still in existence: 
 
 

Weetulta 
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"Sir, 
 

I have the honour by direction of the Burnside District Council to forward the 
following Minute passed unanimously at the meeting of the Council held on the lOth 
inst. I resolved that the thanks of this Council be accorded to Mr. Thomas Barnes in 
acknowledgement of his uniformly urbane and upright conduct of the business of 
this Council, and efficient and satisfactory discharge of the duties of Clerk and 
Surveyor during his may years of service." 

  
 

The Big House had to be 
rented out and a place big 
enough for six built at 
Weetulta, but by 
September 1878 the move 
was made. In those days 
when the land was still 
being opened up, they had 
to go along a scrub track 
which was the one used by 
the mail and passenger 
coaches. 
 

The journey began by train 
from Adelaide to Wallaroo 
where it connected with the 
horse railway that took 
passengers on as far as 
Moonta. Three times a 
week a coach travelled 
from Moonta to Yorktown 
and from there on I 
suppose they had to make 
their own arrangements for 
getting to Weetulta. 
Thomas had already 
bought Section 33l and 
was anxious to develop it. 
Later he also bought 
Section 332 which was 
right opposite that already 
occupied by Alfred Mercer 
and Sarah Annie 
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Thomas was now sixty, and Mary fifty-seven. Gertrude was 24 and Elizabeth 19 when the 
move was made. Thomas Barnes (3), the only boy in the family now that William was 
married, was 16 and the youngest child Anna Maude was still only 13. They soon became 
part of the community. Thomas threw his weight into the farming with Thomas (3) to help 
him, and he soon found that his strapping healthy young son was just suited to this kind of 
outdoor life. He himself became the Postmaster for the district, using one room of his 
house for the purpose. At that time the mail went three times a week to connect with the 
horse train at Moonta going to Wallaroo and from there by steam train to Adelaide. Thomas 
(2) was Postmaster from 1879 to 1885. 
 
Thomas was also one of the original members and strong supporters of the Baptist cause 
in Moonta and prior to 1884 services were held either in his home or in that of a Mr. 
Wilkinson. A decision to start their own building was made in 1882. It was reported in the 
Yorke Peninsula Advertiser for that year on the 10th February that a tea-meeting had been 
held on the Barnes property and a decision made to erect a building which would serve as 
a school during the week and a place for Christian services on Sundays. They would 
commence building when they had £5O in hand and when the money donated at the tea-
meeting was counted they found they had already £l7 in hand. 
 
The first Church was established by the Baptist denomination at Moonta in 1884 and 
Thomas and Mary, with their son Thomas and by that time his wife, as well as the Alfred 
Mercers, were all foundation members. The opening of the new Church gave them all a 
sense of fulfilment. The lighting in those days was still only by candles or lamps and one 
realises that life must have been very primitive still in 1884 in Yorke Peninsula. 
 
Gertrude had kept her feelings for Will Adams to herself and had rejoiced with her younger 
sister in her happiness. She was her mother's eldest daughter and needed to be her help 
and support in the busy life at Weetulta though Elizabeth was there too and able to take 
her share. But Elizabeth had other interests for her heart was back in Magill and the young 
man who had won her love was no other than Frank Mercer, the younger brother of her 
cousin's husband Alfred Mercer. He was twelve years younger than Alfred but three years 
older than Elizabeth. 
 
About the time the Barnes family left Magill Frank Mercer was secretary of that Church and 
for three years when they had no minister there he was responsible for finding supplies for 
the pulpit each Sunday. One of the men he often invited was Mr. George Hogben who 
became so popular with the congregation that they eventually asked him to become their 
full time pastor. This he did and in time became ordained, but he remained a lifelong friend 
of Frank Mercer and his family. After he had been installed at Magill a report of the time 
says 
 

"the Church flourished, a manse was built and a shed for horses and traps, and 
the large basement schoolroon1was divided into classrooms." 

 
This all explains to me my mother's interest in Miss Hogben who was a missionary of the 
Australian Baptist Missionary Society working in India for many years. When I was in my 
teens Miss Hogben returned to Adelaide on furlough via Perth where we were living. 
Mother was very keen to have her stay with us and delighted when the A.B.M.S. in Perth 
gave their permission. I remember how they sat for hours together talking about the past 
and people whom I had never heard of. Miss Hogben must have been older than Mother, 
but since Mother was the eldest of Frank Mercer's children there was probably only a 
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matter of a few years between them. 
 
Weetulta was a long way from Magill, but with her sister Blanche living in Adelaide and with 
Frank's elder brother Alfred living in Weetulta, they were probably able to make 
opportunities to visit and see each other occasionally (with proper chaperonage of course!) 
Such a worthy young man as Frank Mercer who showed such interest in the Church at 
Magill could not but meet with Thomas Barnes's approval, so in time Elizabeth was 
permitted to announce her engagement to Frank Mercer. 
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SUNSHINE AND SHADOW 

 

There was great rejoicing in the Barnes family when it was learned that Blanche and Will 
Adams were to have a child. The little one was expected in February 1879, just 9½ months 
after their wedding. Weetulta seemed a long way from Adelaide in those days and 
Elizabeth must have been glad of a good reason for visiting her sister while Mary must 
often have longed to be nearer to her daughter. It was decided that in the last weeks of her 
pregnancy, perhaps two weeks or so before the baby was born, Gertrude would go and 
stay with them at Wright Street to help Blanche and to be there when the baby arrived. It 
was well she did. 
 
Blanche gave birth to a healthy little girl on the 23rd February and they called her Muriel 
Blanche. The baby flourished but Blanche herself did not seem to get her strength back. 

She had contracted "consumption" (T.B. today) and because she was not able to feed her 

baby Gertrude had to take full charge of her while William looked after his wife. Muriel was 
a plump healthy little girl who flourished in spite of the fact that she was not breast fed and 

it was decided that Gertrude should take her back to Weetulta so that Blanche could have 

all the quiet and rest she needed. But it was all to no purpose for five months after her baby 

was born, in July 1879, Blanche quietly slipped away, leaving William a widower at 23 after 
a brief fourteen months of happy married life, and with a five months old baby to take care 

of. 
 
The whole family was shattered by Blanche's death for they all loved her and she seems to 
have been one of those people who attracts love right through life. Sara Annie Booth who 
loved Blanche as one of her own daughters, wrote a little poem entitled "On the Death of 
My Niece": 
 

"Beautiful Blanche. She has drooped to decay,  

Like a summer white rose she has faded away;  

But the essence, the vital, the pure shall remain,  

Till she blooms in the fulness of glory again." 
 
 
Elizabeth, two years younger than Blanche, had loved her very much and had been 
specially close to her. Perhaps to Blanche in her last moments had come a desire to 
comfort her sister's grief, for Elizabeth, my Grandma, told me years later than on the night 
when Blanche died she had been wakened from sleep by her sister standing by her bed. 
Quietly she had said "Goodbye Lulla" and then moved across to the door and was gone. 
Vision or dream? Whatever it was, Elizabeth was awake enough· to look at the clock, and 
to know when they got the details later that it was the time when Blanche's earthly life had 
ended. To the end of her days it was a comfort to her to know that Blanche had had her in 
her heart in those last minutes of her life. - 
 
With Blanche gone, William moved back to Weetulta for a time to look after his little 
daughter and to find his feet again after the tragic events of the past half year. He had been 
apprenticed at one time to a cabinet-maker, so when he was not helping on the farm, he 
occupied himself in his spare time by making a good solid swing cot for Muriel. Years later 
when she was a grown woman she could still remember that cot and herself swinging in it 
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at the age of five. 
Gertrude still did most of the work as far as looking after Muriel was concerned. She was 
25 and it was easy for her to pour out her maternal instincts on this motherless little niece, 
and after all she was the only mother the little one had really ever known. A family 
conference was held and it was decided that as William did not feel any particular call to 
farming and wanted to return to Adelaide and his work there, Gertrude would go with him 
and take Muriel. 
 
Elizabeth and Anna would take over her duties in the home at Weetulta, while in Adelaide 
William would stay with Aunt Sara in High Street Burnside, while Gertrude and baby Muriel 
would board with Mrs.Carke, a friend who lived nearby. In this way William was able to 
daily see his baby daughter and no doubt Gertrude spent much of her time with her small 
charge at her Aunt's home anyway. 
 
Although Gertrude had long ago put aside any love she had for William Adams, knowing 
that his heart had been given to her younger sister, the seeds of that love were still there. 
Now she found herself not only in charge of William's and Blanche's little daughter, but by 
force of circumstances she was seeing more and more of William himself. The baby was a 
great link between them as they took her for walks and shared in caring for her. The 
shared love and grief they both felt for Blanche also drew them together. 
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It was about a year after Blanche's death on a lovely autumn day when a slight cold of 
Muriel's made them decide to leave her at home with Mrs. Carke, and go for a walk 
together without the child. They were both aware that this was their special day. The 
weather was glorious, the creek gurgling over the rocks as it wound through the gully and 
they walked up the Waterfall Gully track. They passed the first Falls, then the Second and 
at the Third they sat down to rest. Here it was that William asked Gertrude to marry him, 
and Gertrude had no hesitation in saying "Yes". 
 
They did not sit for long because they had chosen a spot near a bull ant's nest and a few 
vicious bites soon sent them on their homeward way. Everybody rejoiced in their 
happiness, and as there seemed no point in waiting more than a few months, they set the 
wedding day for June 2nd 1880. The Rev. Silas Meade performed the ceremony in the 
home of William’s sister Mary Malin, and they set off on their honeymoon by train. 
 
William started work on building a home for them in High Street, not far from Sara Annie's 
home. It is still there today at No. 28, back to back with Fernilee Lodge. In the meantime, 
they rented a small place at Leulah Street Norwood where they lived till their home was 
finished. 
 
Poor Gertrude, her life was to be beset by tragedy. In the first four years of her married life 
she gave birth to four children, one each year, none of whom lived longer than a month 
and the first child, a little boy whom they named William Reginald, only lived for three days. 
He was born on 22nd March 1881 and died three days later. It was not until May 4th 1885 
when Thomas Clifford was born that at last Gertrude had a child of her own who would 
survive to grow up. By this time her stepdaughter Muriel was six years of age. 
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But I must go back to 1881, soon after the death of Gertrude's and William's first born son, 
when Elizabeth Jane, my Grandma, was married to my Grandfather Frank Mercer. It was 
planned that they should be married from Gertrude's and William's home in Burnside where 
they were living by this time and the date was 
set long enough after the birth of Gertrude's 
baby for her and the child to have been well 
and strong. Alas! By the time the wedding 
was held on July 20th, the little son had come 
and gone and once again Gertrude had to 
rejoice with others while covering up her own 
sad heart. 
 
The Rev. George Hogben, their old friend, 
performed the ceremony and it was the first 
wedding he had ever taken. Frank was 25 
and Elizabeth would have her 22nd birthday 
two days later. Sara Annie wrote an acrostic 
for Elizabeth some time just prior to their 
wedding – 

 
Ever let thy trusting heart glow with sympathy 
and love, 
Let thy kindred share a part, give the most to 
God above. 
In the Everlasting One may you always feel 
secure;                                                                         
Zion's altar ever burn with thy prayer as 
incense pure, 
And thy faith so clear and bright with the joy 
of sacred light; 
Beyond this changing world there is a 
Paradise above. 
Eternally will praise resound all in unity and 
love. 
There may you sing redeeming grace in that 
holy holy place 

Heaven's exalted raptures taste, beholding 
your Redeemer's Face." 
 

 
The witnesses to the wedding were William 
Barnes, Elizabeth's half-brother, and her 
cousin Frederick Booth, who was just a year 
older than she. The wedding did not go off as 
uneventfully as Mr. Hogben might have 
wished, for it was discovered that he had 
made out the forms in the name of Frank 
Mercer instead of Francis Mercer! Fortunately 
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he had had the foresight to put an extra set in his bag so the signing had to be delayed 
until he had filled out new forms. He was never allowed to forget it! 
 
At the time they were married Frank was living at Kensington, but by the time my mother 
Mabel Mary was born on June 10th 1882 her birth certificate tells us their address was 
Glen Osmond Road Parkside, and Frank was a "storekeeper" so that must have been 
Frank and Elizabeth's first home together. Two years after Mabel's birth on the 13th June 
1884 Elsie Maude joined the family. Elizabeth had two healthy little girls before her older 
sister Gertrude was able to give birth to a child who would live. It was nearly a year after 
Elsie's birth that her cousin Thomas Clifford was born in Burnside on the 4th May 1885. 
 
Between the births of Mabel and Elsie in Elizabeth's and Frank's home another Barnes 
family wedding was to be celebrated, that of the younger brother Thomas (3). Mary must 
have been very proud of her only son, the tall healthy young man, broad shouldered and 
strong, who had worked side by side with his father on the farm and in the Church at 
Weetulta. Born on 22nd February 1862, he had his education as did his sisters and his 
half-brother William in Magill. We have a copy of a letter written to his parents when he was 
eight and which must have been part of one of his school lessons. Here it is: 

 

"Magill Educational Institution, 

September 15th 1870 
 

My Dear Parents, 
 

It is with much pleasure I write to inform you of the Michaelmas holidays, and 
as the weather probably will be fine I hope to spend a pleasant week. They 
will begin on Wednesday, September 28th, and our studies will be resumed 
on October 4th. As I did not mention my studies in my last letter I will tell you 
them now. I am still in the Third Class and learn carpentry, spelling, Mother's 
catechism, geography, English history, poetry, tables, grammar, etc. I do 
Transcribing twice a week and am to begin dictation very soon. I should have 
made much greater progress had I not been so idle, and on which account I 
am often punished. I hope you will see a considerable improvement in my 
writing. 

 
Mrs. Mitchell desires her compliments, and I remain, 

Yours affectionate son, 
 

Thomas Barnes." 
 
Even at that early age it seems evident that Thomas was no scholar and the move to 
Weetulta and life on the farm when he was sixteen just suited him. 
 
In the next five years he matured very quickly, and his interest in the other sex lay not so 
much with the girls of his own age but with one who was three years older than himself, but 
whom he had known for a long time. 
 
Caroline Adams, born in 1859, was the sister of Thomas's brother-in-law, William Adams. 
She too was interested in farm life so a new home was built for them on Block 331, the 
original one bought by Thomas (2) who by this time had moved to Block 332 further north. 
 
In 1883 Thomas (3) and Caroline Adams were married in Mary Malin's home, the same one 
in which William and Gertrude had been married three years before.  
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Thomas was 21 and Caroline 24. Their first child whom they named Thomas Kiffin, but 
whom we always knew as Kiffin, was born later in the same year, 1883. He and one 
daughter, Emily Blanche, were to be the only two of their seven children who would live to 
adulthood. 
 
One little girl, born between Kiffin and Emily, whom they named Marie Standerwick, did live 
for three years but the rest, three boys and one girl, were either stillborn or lived from one to 
three days only. Years later when both Kiffin and Emily were married and living in Western 
Australia, I remember them as "Cousin Kiffin" and "Cousin Emily", my Mother's 
contemporaries. I and my sister and brothers grew up with their children whom I looked on 
as cousins. 
 
Things were not going well for Thomas Barnes (2). He was losing money and poor seasons 
had affected his crops. One reference to him later said "the venture was not a success and 
although he was a most active and hardworking man, all his life he had an unselfish nature 
and others gained more by his industry than he did himself." Whatever the reason, times 
were difficult and they decided to sell the Magill property to which by this time extra rooms 
had been added. In September 1884 the following advertisement appeared in an Adelaide 
paper: 
 

"Splendid residence, site 9½  acres, macadamised road each side. House of 
12 rooms. Valuable block suitable for subdivision east of Chapel." 

 
It was sold to a doctor and is still there today, part of it much as it was in the days when 
Thomas built it as a home for his wife and children. It stands on the corner of Magill Road 
and Bryant Road. On its western corner a nurses home has been erected and much of the 
paddocks and orchards have been built on. The former stable and barns have been 
transformed into a charming home.  
 
Many of Thomas Barnes' descendants have gone to look through the gracious old home 
where our grandparents lived and played as children. I have been several times and always 
marvel that my quiet humble little Grandma who lived so unobtrusively with Grandpa Frank 
in Bayswater, Western Australia, grew up in the circumstances she did in South Australia. 
During the years in the Big House Mary had lived a full and busy life, working with her 
husband in Church life, bringing up her children, sharing in her sister-in-law Sara Annie's 
joys and sorrows, and enjoying her first grand-children, William‘s-onegrowing years passed 
quickly and,ended with Blanche's romance and wedding before the move was made to 
Weetulta. 
 
Perhaps one of her greatest sorrows came just before Blanche's wedding when her beloved 
elder sister who had been almost a mother to her, and whom she must have hoped to be 
able to visit some day, died on Christmas Day 1877 in Trowbridge. The family in 
Trowbridge, William and Sarah, had kept in close touch through the years since Thomas 
and Mary had married in their home, and now Sarah was gone and one of their links with 
"the old country" had been broken. 
 
The move to Weetulta had not been easy for Mary, and the way of life was very different 
from that in Magill, but the children were all growing up, and for a time she was able to lean 
on Gertrude and Elizabeth as well as Anna, while Thomas gave over more and more 
responsibility to their son Thomas. 
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Then came Blanche's tragic death which cast a gloom on them all as they helped Gertrude 

look after William's motherless little Muriel. Gertrude's marriage to Muriel‘s father and then 
Elizabeth's marriage to Frank Mercer threw more responsibility on Anna, who was only 16 

when Elizabeth married. Her grandchildren brought her much joy. Muriel was often in 
Weetulta with her grandparents for holidays and to have Blanche's only child with her was 
always a joy, but so often the reason for the visit was because of a new addition to her 
father's family which for four successive years brought new hope to be followed by sadness 
and gloom. Mary's thoughts must often have gone back to those early years in Victoria 
when she too lost her first two babies. Intermingled with her grief for Gertrude's losses was 
her joy in the other little ones, two little girls in Elizabeth's home and Thomas's little son 
Kiffin. 
 
The year 1885 brought the news of the death of Thomas's brother William in the manse at 
Trowbridge. It was the end of their closest links with England and Thomas and Mary must 
have realised that their generation were getting older. Sara Annie too grieved for her brother 
and wrote a long poem about him to ease her feelings. She entitled it "On the Death of the 
Rev. William Barnes, late of Trowbridge", and the first verse is as follows: 
 

"A dear brother who has gone to his rest, 

Left this world of sorrow and pain,           

The body has passed to the grave,          

His spirit in freedom does reign.               

He was called in his early youth                

To work in God's vineyard below                

In faithfulness, fervour and truth               

The seed of the Kingdom to sow." 
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But the year 1885 brought its 
joys as well as sorrow when 
in May of that year Gertrude 
at last gave birth to a healthy 
little son who would live and 
grow to manhood. They 
called him Thomas Clifford 
Adams. What joy he must 
have brought not only to his 
parents but to the whole 
family, and perhaps to none 
more than to his little 
grandmother who had hoped 
and suffered so long with her 
eldest daughter. The same 
year brought a second child, 
a daughter this time to 
Thomas (3) and Caroline 
and Mary rejoiced in the 
grandchildren who were so 
often in and out of the home 
at Weetu By the end of the 
year 1885 the heat was 
beginning to tell on Mary. 
Muriel remembered the heat 
that year as being excessive, 
and Mary was confined to 
bed while Thomas tried to 
find ways and means of 
making things easier for her. 
Muriel recalled that he took 
all curtains off the big bed to 
allow the air to circulate 
better and he fixed up a 
"punka" like the kind people 
used in India. "It had to be 
kept going most of the time 
and twice Grandpa let me sit 
by the bed and pull the string 
that was fastened to it, but 
Grandma did not know me, 
and as she got worse I was 
not allowed in the room." 
Muriel was seven at this time 
and remembered her 
grandparents clearly. 
 

 



Amy’s Heritage Book 1: The Barnes Story 

 

61  

 

Thomas realised that 

Mary was drawing near 
to the end, and when 

Christmas came they all 
came home to see their 
mother again. Gertrude 

must have come earlier 
with Muriel and her 

seven months old little 
Thomas. Elizabeth was 

there with Mabel, now 
three and a half, and 
 
 
Elsie, a toddler of 18 
months, Thomas (3) and 
Caroline lived nearby 
and, with Kiffin and little 
Marie, were over every 
day. And of course Anna, 
now 20, was the one who 
had to take over her 
mother's work as well as 
her own in the busy 
household. It must have 
given Mary much joy to 
have her children and 
grandchildren all there 
together, but it was not to 
be for Ιong, for soon after 
Christmas she lapsed 
into a coma and on 
January 8th, 1886, Mary 
Barnes, much loved, and 
remembered with deep 
affection by many, went 
to her Heavenly Home. 
She was buried in the 
Moonta Cemetery.  
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JOURNEY'S END 
 
The family scattered, each to their homes, and Thomas and Anna were left to carry on in 
a home where its central figure was now no longer there. Anna took over the reins, not 
very difficult as she had already been in charge of household affairs for some time with 
her mother's increasing weakness. But she must have missed her mother's guiding hand 
and probably in trying to ease her father's grief was not able to show her own too openly 
or too often. 
 
So it was wonderful that in the year before her mother died a new family came into the 
district and bought up many acres of land. The Long family were not only becoming familiar 
figures at the Post Office, but also at the Church where the addition of the Moore-Long 
young people added new life to those already there. Michael and Elizabeth Long had only 
two children of their own, Thomas who was seventeen when the move to Weetulta was 
made, and his sister Elizabeth Mary, two years younger whom they called Pollie. 
 
But her marriage to Michael Long was a second one for Elizabeth who already had six 

children by her first husband Frank Moore. They had been some of the early farmers in the 
Goolwa area, where for a long time Eliza was the only white woman. She was happy in her 

work helping Frank and bringing up her little brood of children, two boys and four girls, one 

of whom was added each year!  

 
Frank was only 31 when out in the fields one day he collapsed and died. Eliza was left with 

her baby only a few months old, no near neighbours and five other children all under six. 

She must have sold the farm and moved back to Adelaide where Frank's parents and her 
own mother still lived. It was here that Michael Long met her and fell in love, a love so deep 

and real that he was not at all deterred by the thought of having to take on her six children 

as well as herself. It proved to be a long and happy marriage and when Thomas was born 

in 1868 and Elizabeth Mary (Pollie) in 1870 the family was complete. 
 
Thomas Long was nearly eighteen when Anna first met him and although she was two 
years older they became very friendly. Sophia Moore, Thomas's stepsister, was 25 and his 
sister Pollie was 16. Some at least of the Moore children must have been married 
themselves by this time so we don't hear much of the others besides Sophia. 
 
By this time discoveries of gold in Western Australia were beginning to send many young 
men right across the Continent to seek their fortune in what had been called "the 
Cinderella State". Thomas Barnes (3) must have been unsettled after his mother's death 
and soon after she died an advertisement appeared in the Yorke Peninsula Advertiser : 
 

"Leaving for Western Australia. Sale of farming plant and blacksmith's shop S.W. 
corner of Section 33l". 

 
The bad seasons which had forced his father to sell the Magill property had also affected 
Thomas, but in the end he stayed on. It was eleven years later before he finally did move 
to the West. 
 
The year 1887 saw the opening of the local State School in Weetulta, and among the 
early enrolments is the name of Muriel Adams, now eight years old. She is listed as: 
 

“Adams, Muriel – father cabinetmaker – address   Section   332” 
So at that time she must have been living with her grandfather and Auntie Anna. 
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Among those who joined the school at that time were some of the Alfred Mercer 
children whose mother Sarah Annie was Thomas Barnes's niece. Names on the first 
school roll dated the 4th April 1887 were those of Harold Mercer, Myra Mercer and 
Kent Mercer, all under the address of Section 333. They were all grand- children of 
Sara Annie Booth and there is still in existence a poem she wrote for Myra : 
 

 
 
 
 
"AN ACROSTIC TO MY 
GRANDDAUGHTER 

 
 
My sweet little singer I 
love, Yea fain would I 
see her today 
Rise as on wings of a 
dove 
And away on the surges 
away. 
 
May she comfort her 
dear mother's heart, 
Every cord of its love 
notes awake, 
Retaining with 
sweetness her part 
Continual happiness 
make 
Ever, till she joins the 
redeemed on high 
Rendering her songs 
with the angels of joy." 
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They were also, of course, the grandchildren of Joseph Mercer, the Magill school 
master who was so highly respected in that district. The same year 1887 saw the 
closing of the three year old Baptist Church in Weetulta. The Baptist Association was 
finding it hard to maintain the outpost at Weetulta as well as the Church at Moonta. 
The Wesleyans who had a minister at Maitland offered the Baptists £l05 to buy the 
Weetulta building and it was decided to accept the offer. The work carried on under 
the Wesleyan Conference and both Thomas Barnes, father and son, are listed as first 
trustees of the Wesleyan Church. 

 

A Band of Hope was commenced in 
1889. This was a temperance society 
for children and young people with a 
social element which drew them 
together but also with strong 
temperance principles aimed at 
guarding their district from the evils of 
strong drink. Each meeting had a 
program of music, singing and 
recitations and often a message on 
evils of drink. It was a happy 
wholesome occasion when all were 
encouraged to share their talents. 
 
Thomas (3) was Treasurer for some 
years, and among those who attended 
were some of Alfred Mercer's children 
as well as Muriel Adams and her 
cousin Kiffin Barnes, as well as Anna. 
 
A programme still in existence from 

that time, dated November 16th 1891, 

gives "singing by the Mercer family" 

and a "round by the Mercer family" as 

well as a "chorus by the Mercer 

family" and recitations by both Mr. 

Harold and Mr. Stanley Mercer, the 

latter being ten years of age at the 

time. Sara Booth wrote of her 

granddaughter Myra as a "sweet little 

singer" and it appears the whole 

family was musical and loved singing. 

Another item of interest was a duet by 

Mr. & Miss Long (Thomas and Pollie, 

no doubt). Grandfather Thomas must 

have been very proud of his grandson 

Kiffin who made his debut during that 

first year of the Band of Hope, by 

giving a recitation at the age of six. Pollie Long seems to have presided at the organ on 

most occasions and on one occasion she sang a solo. 
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In 1889, the year when Thomas Long turned 21, he and Anna were married from the home 
on Section 332. Their old friend Rev. George Hogben married them and they settled on the 
730 acre farm belonging to Thomas Long at Nalyappa, just west of Weetulta. 
 
Thomas Barnes (2) was beginning to feel there was not much left for him in Weetulta and 
with Anna married and Thomas and Caroline looking towards Western Australia, he began 
to think he would like to end his days back in Magill near his sister Sara and among old 
friends. 
 
Perhaps the renewed contact with Mr. Hogben had helped him make up his mind, so he 
only waited to see Anna settled when the move was made. Thomas (3) took over the Post 
Office from his father for a year after which Anna's father-in-law, Michael Long, was the 
Postmaster there for the next sixteen years, to be followed by his stepdaughter Sophia 
Moore until 1923. 
 
Back in Magill Thomas soon settled back into the Church life and though many of his old 
friends had passed on there were still many who knew and loved him. His old friend John 
Strawbridge the brush-maker was gone, but his widow Lydia Mary Anne Strawbridge was 
still there and together they were able to recall the happy times they had all had together in 
the early days, days when the Church met in the Big House, and later working together to 
build the first Baptist Church there in Magill.  
 
0n the 2nd June 1890 Thomas and Anne married and continued to work together for the 
Church they had been connected with for so long. In 1891 it was Thomas who for the last 
time read the Annual Letter from the Magill Church to the Baptist Association meetings. 
 
Early in November of that same year Thomas became ill, and for the next two weeks 
became increasingly feeble until after two days of almost complete unconsciousness he 
died early on Sunday morning, November 15th. He was 73 years of age. 
 
A huge crowd attended the Memorial service at the Magill Baptist Church, the Church 
which he had been instrumental in commencing some 26 years before. 
 
In a memorial written after his death it was said of him "He was the minister's friend. He 

loved to speak of God's goodness". A little cripple boy when he heard of his death said, 

"0h, I am sorry. I did like that old man. He used to talk to me so nicely". Thomas was buried 

in the Magill cemetery, but I was surprised when I went to look for his grave in 1983 to find 

that there is no marker nor anything to tell whose grave it is. Indeed one only knows by 

going to the caretaker to look at the records that the plot of bare ground almost behind 

another grave simply marked "Mercer" is that of Thomas Barnes, a man who in the early 

days of the colony had left his mark both in Magill and the wider Burnside District.  

 

The old Magill Church continued to be what one paper described as "a spiritual watchtower 

above the plains. Set well back from the roadway the modest little Baptist house of worship 

has overlooked the changing landscape of city and plain for 60 years." That was in 1931 

and services continued to be held there until 1982 when the Baptists decided to move to 

Campbelltown and the old building was up for sale. A heading in the paper dated August 

2nd 1982 states that  
"for $60,000 Adelaide's Bible Presbyterian Church has bought the historic old 

building". 
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The final Baptist service held there on August 8th commemorated the 124th year of 

continual worship there, and there was much rejoicing that the property would still be used 

for Church services. Thomas Barnes, who had worshipped his Lord under a number of 

different denominational titles would have rejoiced too that the house of God for which he 

had first given the land, and where so many of his fellow worshippers had toiled and 

sacrificed to put up God's house free of debt was still open to all who wished to worship the 

Lord "in spirit and in truth". 
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